OPEN LETTER TO MR. CALLAGHAN 

By William McDougall (Retired Secy, of the Glasgow Workers' Open Forum) 



Dear Sir, 

I notice that in your stubborn defence of the 10% Guideline, cuts in Social 
Services, the mean Cash Limits and the despicable Sanctions against employers 
willing to pay wage increases, you harp on the alleged National Interest. Now I 
seem to remember that even the arch-Conservative Disraeli admitted that there 
were TWO Nations, the nation of the RICH and the nation of the POOR. We know 
which Nation the CBI and Mrs. Thatcher (the milk snatcher) represents, but you are 
supposed to be a Socialist. Surely you owe some allegiance to the famous Clause 
Four and the memory of the founder of the Labour Party, Keir Hardie, and other 
stalwarts like George Lansbury and Fred Jowett? Can you imagine any of these 
staunch socialists grinding down the brave Firemen to 10% just after allowing an 
already rich Queen an increase of 18% and subsequently giving 20% for two years 
to the Police? 

The miners, dockers, steel workers, engineers, agricultural workers - the salt 
of the earth — are all hamstrung by the 10% ruling. It is enough to make Keir 
Hardie turn in his grave. He, I am certain, would have balked at the Pact with 
Mr. Steel, who openly boasts that he has prevented any of the fundamentals of 
Socialism being incorporated in forthcoming legislation. 

RENT, INTEREST AND PROFIT 

The old Fabians, although reformist, carried out a vigorous propaganda 
against Rent, Interest and Profit, all legalised forms of robbery of the common 
people. This view was also held by such famous socialists as Upton Sinclair and 
Robert Blatchford. 

In order to buy off counter-revolutionary violence the latter were prepared 
to pay modest compensation to these robbers, but only for their own lifetime. In 
the case of landowners they quoted John Ball, the Kentish Priest, whose text 
was: "When Adam delved and Eve span who was then the Gentleman?" He was 
hanged for demanding the land for the people. 

Somewhere along the line in all countries the lartd was stolen by force, or 
deceit from the common people. The Red Indians in America, the Zulus in Africa, 
the Aborigines in Australia were massacred, while in Europe and in Scotland there 
were Sutherland-type Clearances. 

Jack Jones has quipped that two-thirds of the members of the House of Lords 
are descendants of cattle thieves, land thieves or Court prostitutes. This applies also 
to our landlords. Whoever got the original titles had no moral or ethical right to 
acquire, sell or bequeath them. 

Blatchford cleverly shows the unfair parallel with the useful writer or inventor 
. . . The latter's copyright lasts only 50 years whereas land rights, like interest are in 
perpetuity. The burden of interest which lies like an Albatross round the necks of 
all our big cities, causes rents to be at least three times higher than necessary. As our 
great Scottish revolutionary, John Maclean, pointed out, the perpetual burden of 
interest on the nationalised industries makes it difficult for them to be viable. 
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THE BANK ROBBERS 



Fred Jowett, in a chapter in Fenner Brockway's biography of him, headed 
"The Money Thieves of Europe", shows how the National Debt grew from under 
£10,000 Millions before the First World War to abour £25,000 Millions. It now 
stands at £60,000 Millions! As he rightly pointed out this is a crime against our 
children and all posterity. Jowett also accuses the banks of making huge profits 
out of what he likened to counterfeit money. This he explained is their "right" to 
lend ten times their actual deposits and to charge high interest on the lot. 

THE REIMTEN MARK 

Jowett shows how Hitler, not for peace but for war, solved the great German 
financial crisis in which it literally took thousands of Marks to buy even a postage 
stamp. He scrapped the debased Mark and in its place instituted the Rentenmark, 
firmly based on the security of the great landed estates. This Mark proved very 
stable. Hitler was thus able to embark on a massive policy of road building and the 
manufacture of tanks, guns, armaments and planes. This quickly solved the 
unemployment problem and explains why he became so popular with the workers 
and shop-keepers. 

THE MERCHANTS OF DEATH 

Do you remember the name Basil Zaharov (afterwards Sir)? He was the man 
universally execrated by socialists and humanitarians who, in the years just before 
1914, sold submarines and armaments to Turkey and then went to Turkey's 
rivals and offered them^he same facilities! I bring this up because of the callous 
remarks made by Ronald Ellis; manager of the Defence Sales Organisation in 
regard to the discreditable display of weapons of wholesale murder at Aldershot . . . ' 
He said "I have no scruples about selling arms to any country with which the 
Government says I can deal ... I lose no sleep whatever on the moral issue. The 
morality lies with the user/' One of the users is the Shah of Iran who has no 
scruples about his police using, first tear gas , then guns in dispersing demonstrations. 
Chile and South Africa also are supplied with spare parts for military equipment. 
777/5 is an inhuman trade and should not be carried on by a government with any 
pretensions to Socialism. 

DISARMAMENT 

A related question is the threat of a Nuclear holocaust and the urgent need 
for disarmament. What Eisenhower called the "Military-Industrial Complex" sees 
to it in America that any trend towards Detente is sabotaged at every turn, and 
there are undoubtedly similar dark forces at work in Europe and Britain. 

The filthy and ruinous arms trade is a most lucrative business, sometimes 
as much as 2000% profit 

The much maligned Russians were the first, via Litvinov, to propose 
disarmament and after the Stalin period, Brezhnev has made repeated offers to 
mutually cut arms spending by any agreed amount up to 50% and to go on from 
there to further — and ultimately complete — disarmament. Considering that in 
1918-20 Russia was attacked on 14 different fronts (with £100 Million backing by 
Churchill) and that Russia lost twenty million dead and most awful devastation in 
the 2nd World War, is it any wonder that they will not allow Nato any advantage? 
However, why not take Fenner Brockway's advice and "call Brezhnev's bluff"? 
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THE UNEMPLOYMENT SCANDAL 

With the crying need for more houses, hospitals, community centres, 
libraries, etc., the present total of VA million unemployed, with the continual 
addition of thousands of school leavers, is an outrage to all sense and decency. It 
is, of course, a world problem, and its cause was clearly explained over a century 
ago by that much maligned intellectual giant, Karl Marx. The private ownership of 
land and the means of production and distribution leads to production for PROFIT 
instead of for USE. An ever-increasing mass of wealth is produced, causing a glut, 
followed by a slump or recession like the one we have just now. 

As Jimmy Reid put it "Every country tries to import less and export more — 
an obvious impossibility." In cut-throat competition, each country puts pressure 
on its workers to accept low wages and increased productivity, cut unit cost and get 
an edge on their competitors. Mechanisation, computerisation and finally 
automation are adopted. Instead of, as it could and should, helping the workers, 
this only leads to chronic unemployment IN ALL COUNTRIES. Ironically the late 
"Enemy" countries are faring better. This is because they have been prevented from 
wasting money on arms. 

INFLATION - THE REAL CAUSE 

Wages are not the real cause of inflation, though they appear to be. During 
the First World war the government issued millions of Bradbury Notes and this 
excess money caused prices to double. John Maclean coined the slogan "Burn 
Bradbury" (the notes) to get prices down to normal. Milton Friedman, no friend 
of the workers, also blames excess money, and absolves the workers. Like Fred 
Jowett, I put the blame on a little understood factor — compound interest As an 
example take the case of the Hon. Elsie Mackay who left £527,000 towards the 
National Debt in 1929. By 1976 this had "grown" to 3% Millions! An absurdity. 

Since the Rothschilds, Rockefellers, etc., millions of pounds, marks and 
francs have been doubling their buying power (10%) every ten years, the New York 
banking consortium (16%) every six years. This ever-increasing buying power, which 
the governments facilitate by issuing extra paper money, inevitably (law of supply 
and demand) forces up prices. When workers strike they are not causing inflation, 
only trying to catch up with it The proof that work strikes are not the cause is the 
fact that under dictatorships like Chile, where strikes are illegal, inflation is up to 
five times what it is in Britain. 

THE UNFAIRNESS OF THE 10% GUIDELINE 

When a woman or other low-paid worker gets a rise of 10% it may mean 
£2.50 pence to £4, but the top officials, MPs, Cabinet Minister and such get 10% 
it can mean £40 upwards per week. There is absolutely no justice in this. The 
argument that private enterprise robbers pay such salaries is adding insult to injury. 

The projected 5% for next year (and after) should not be entertained for a 
moment. 

Another gross injustice is that already well paid officials, unlike OAPs like 
myself, get their increases backdated/ 
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REPUBLICANISM AND MICHAEL FOOT 

What a pitiful sight it was in the Commons, when Mr. Michael Foot, having 
said something of a Republican nature, said it was just a joke. He thought the 
Queen would realise this but if necessary he would apologise to her. Can you 
imagine Keir Hardie doing this? In 1894 (my birth year) in the Commons, Hardie 
refused to support a motion of congratulation to the Duchess of Cornwall on the 
birth of the future Prince of Wales because the House had refused a message of 
condolence to the women who had just been widowed in a pit disaster in Wales. 
Not a single MP supported Hardie when he said "I owe no allegiance to any 
hereditary ruler," while the Royalists yelled the most vicious and sustained howls 
of abuse. But Hardie stood h is ground. 

By the way, in Victorian times Sir Charles Dilkes, a Liberal was not afraid to 
openly declare himself a Republican as was the famous Charles Bradlaugh. It is 
Monarchism, not Republicanism, that is the joke. 

FORTHCOMING GENERAL ELECTION 

With a General Election in the offing you will have to make a choice of 
programme and Richard Crossman says you like making decisions. Do you want to 
go down to posterity likened to traitors to the workers like Aristide Briand (who 
used railway men turned conscripts to break their strike, just as you have used 
Navymen at Coulport); and another traitor like Ramsey Macdonald? Would you 
not rather be linked to the memory of men like Aneurin Bevan, James Maxton, Keir 
Hardie and our gallant and incorruptible John Maclean? If you value the 
approbation, if not the adoration of posterity, you will spurn the opposition of 
the kept Capitalist Press and plump for Socialism. 

A NEW SOCIALIST POUND 

There has been the Summit talk for a European Monetary Pact as a counter 
to the U.S. dominated I.M.F. Why not put Britain in the vanguard of the civilised 
world, even putting Russia in the shade by taking up Fred Jowett's idea of a 
strong, stable British Pound, backed by the brawn and brain of the British workers 
and their immense wealth-creating labour, deployed on our tremendous natural 
resources of iron, coal, oil, steel and cement making materials. Earn the everlasting 
gratitude of the world's workers. Many other countries might be inspired to 
follow suit. Any attempt by the American ruling class to sabotage a genuine 
Socialist regime in Britain could spark off a similar attempt in America. The coal, 
steel, and Auto workers are noted for their class solidarity. Many remember 
Abraham Lincoln's famous quotation: 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, 
that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That to 
secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed. That, when any form of 
government becomes destructive of those ends it is THE RIGHT OF 
THE PEOPLE TO ALTER OR ABOLISH IT AND TO INSTITUTE 
NEW GOVERNMENT." - Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776. 
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THE COMMON MARKET 

The fraudulent Referendum by which we joined the Common Market should 
be rectified by another Referendum in which equal publicity is allowed against 
the EEC as for. The last time the anti-Marketeers were only allowed-a tenth of the 
monev given to those in favour. 

THE IRISH TRAGEDY 

The whole history of Ireland reeks with cruelty and treachery by the British. 
Oliver Cromwell, who in 1648 crushed the Welsh rising the Scots at Preston, used 
the most savage measures against the Irish in 1649. In 1798, the gallant Protestant, 
Wolfe Tone did his best to free Ireland from British domination and was hanged in 
1803. Another Protestant, Robert Emmett was tried for treason and sentenced to 
death. He accepted the sentence, refused to ask for clemency, only that he be 
shot, instead of ignominiously hanged. The request was spurned so Emmett cheated 
the gangman by cutting his throat. 

Later on there was the terrible potato famine when hundreds of thousands 
either emigrated or starved. Yet at the same time the callous landowners were 
export-potatoes for profit 

THE BLACK AND TANS 

Around 1919 when there was tension between Britain and America (Horatio 
Bottomley was saying that America was Britain's next enemy) Lloyd George to 
ensure the use of Irish ports sent in the murderous Black and Tans who looted, 
burned and slaughtered wholesale. Many of them were recruited from released 
murderers and criminals. In 1920 in an outspoken pamphlet 'The Irish Tragedy: 
Scotland's disgrace", John Maclean scoffed at how the British "fought the greatest 
war in history to protect Catholics (Belgians) against Protestants (Prussians) but 
were now prepared to turn the Emerald Isle red with Catholic Blood to protect 
Protestants". He told of how not only Ireland but India were denied self- 
determination, and denounced the horrible Amritsar massacre. He also denounced 
the callous shooting of the wounded James Connolly and the cruel treatment to 
Terence MacSwiney who died from 74 days' hunger strike in Brixton. 

Today we have the terrible tit-for-tat murders in Belfast and the one-sided 
treatment meted out to the Republicans. Even the Primate of Ireland has felt it 
necessary to protest. / deplore the killings by the IRA and think they are 
counter-productive, but let us remember the glamourising of the Commandos who 
garroted the German sentries and soldiers in the last war. The I RA think of 
themselves Commandos for a united Ireland, and therefore demand POW Status. 

VOTING WITH THEIR FEET 

Lenin, when he refused to continue the war, in 1917 said the soldiers had 
voted with their feet by leaving the trenches. Well, in recent bye elections many 
Labour people, scunnered at your almost Tory policies have "Voted with their 
feet" by refusing to go to the polling booths. In several cases a very small vote 
for Communist, SWP, or RWP candidates has cost Labour the seat. The remedy 
is to introduce the Single Transferable Vote. The Communist can support his 
nominee and if he fails can then transfer his vote to Labour and thus keep the Tory 
out. 
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RHODESIA AND THE FARCICAL SANCTIONS 

World In Action, who made a fine exposure last year of the starvation wages 
on the Tea Plantations in Sri Lanka, recently exposed the cynical and cleverly 
calculated evasions of Sanctions by Shell, Mobil and other multinational oil 
companies, thus propping up the iniquitous Apartheid regimes of Rhodesia and 
South Africa. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

It is hard to understand (unless you have a knowledge of Marxism) the 
hatred and contempt, which you seem to share, towards the Communists. Was 
A.J.P. Taylor right when he said on TV that the West did not hate Russia for the 
Labour Camps. What they hated the Russians for was that they had abolished 
lando wners and Capitalists. 

Anyway, as the American "Weekly People" points out the West raises a 
hullabaloo over reactionary dissidents like Solzenitzen but ignores Genuine 
Communist dissidents like Gregorienko who wish to return to Russia to fight the 
bureaucrats there. He stands for Lenin's ideal of an end to wage slavery and the 
"Withering away of the State". In any case as Dietzen put it, the ideal of the real 
Socialist is the same as that of the genuine Socialist. In Marx's words: "In place 
of the old bourgeois society, with its classes and antagonisms, we shall have an 
association in which the free development of each is the condition for the free 
development of all. A society in which wealth is so plentiful that the wage system 
is abolished, money unnecessary and the rule is "From each according to his 
ability and to each according to his need." 

THE FATAL CHOICE 

With the new development of Micro-processors there are two choices: if we 
allow production for profit to continue we will have 2M, 3 Million or more 
unemployed. If we establish production for USE, with everyone able to work 
doing so, we can easily have that plethora of goods that is the prerequisite of real 
socialism. 

KOREA AND VIETNAM 

These two disgraceful wars, started on a manufactured pretext, left a stain, 
not only on the good name of the US, but on Britain, for its acquiescence. The 
tonnage of bombs dropped on Vietnam, exceeded the total dropped in the 2nd 
World War. Also the hellish use of magnesium treated napolin, (to prevent relief 
by immersion in water) and the damnable use of fleshette fragmentation bombs 
(undetectable by X-Ray) and the search and destroy missions, have never been 
equalled in barbarism. 

THE FIGHT FOR MARKETS 

Under Capitalism, as Foebbels said, it is a case of Export or Die. 

Under Socialism, with production for USE, the market need only be the vast 
amount of wealth required by the workers and their families, the sick and the aged 
to get the goods not produced in this country, machinery and manufactured items 
could be exchanged on a goods for goods fasco. 

Incidentally, Jowett tells us, Hitler side-stepped the financial sharks and 
swopped goods for goods with Italy and Bulgaria. This, he says, is one of the 
reasons why America joined in the last war. 



6 



THE MANIFESTO 

May I take the liberty of suggesting a few items for inclusion in an election 
address designed to end the disgust and disillusion now affecting many erstwhile 
enthusiastic socialists and labourites. 

(1) COMPLETE SOCIALISATION OF THE MINES, RAILWAYS, STEEL 
WORKS, DOCKS AND TRANSPORT. Note: The Duke of Edinburgh 
recently suggested (and got rapped by the Financiers for it) that the mines 
should be given to the miners and the railways to the railwaymen. All 
these industries should be controlled by the workers' own representatives, 
subject to recall, and paid no higher than skilled workers. This would ensure 
that only qualified and dedicated men would want the job. The Chairmen, 
of course would be supplied with the necessary expenses and assistance. 

(2) COMPLETE UNILATERAL DISARMAMENT. This would prevent Britain 
being a sitting duck in any war between the US and the USSR. If the 
American workers were inspired to follow our example (which is not 
impossible) and forced their government to do likewise, Russia, having no 
fear of attack, would surely follow suit. The way would then be clear for 
Lenin's ideal to be carried out: The ending of the wage system and the 
withering away of the Russian State. 

Such an inspiring programme would rally every Socialist, Pacifist, and 
humanitarian as never before. I am sure that idealists like Vanessa 
Redgrave and men like Arthur Scargill (whom Chapman Pincher admitted 
was incorruptible) would give their ardent support. 

(3) COMPENSATION TO THE "EXPROPRIATORS". Regarding compensation 
to the owners or stock-holders (who have enjoyed their unearned income 
long enough already) I would suggest that the Social Security allowances that 
Mr. Ian Sproat thinks ample for the workers should be good enough for 
them. 

(4) ABOLITION OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS. I was pleased to see that on this 
subject you gave Mrs. Thatcher in the Commons a good drubbing. 

(5) DEMOCRATISATION OF THE POLICE FORCE 



***** 

Ignore the Yellow Press - Read critically but with an open mind, 
'Morning Star', 'Newsline' (Daily ); Get 'Tribune', 'Labour Leader', 
'Scots Independent', 'Socialist Worker', 'Socialist Challenge'. 

***** 
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